When in March, 1938 an effort Was nade at Escababa to
revive the Delta County Historical Soclety, we, as members of
one of the pioneer families, were asked to write asg complete a
history of Point Detour as our books, bapers, etc. would permit,.
The task has been taken up in three divisions;
(1) Sack Bay,- the first Pérmanent settlement,
(2)  winona Township; (St. Martin's Island): and later Fairpost.
(3) Point Detour as & whole; (Fayette and Falrbanks Township),.
i)u statements in the History of Sack Bay have been
gngl,n:;od from account and record books from vVarious sources
m&uunun &ht%”&ol from the office of County Clerk,
from ﬁgelh;ntc and pa.pm anté from historical sketches, where
vmm,ﬁm from tales told lpy Ploneers which we have reason
to e 1ev were bases facts.. No claim ig Bade that this 1g g
ui}uso hlhxw of Se ¢ - 80 much of human interest takeg
place in a settlement has surveved for Rearly ninety years
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 that the word, ¥ complete" can never properly be used,
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' Sack Bay 1s belleved to be one of the first, if not

the first, permanent settlement on the eastern side of the

County of Delta. Located on Lot No. L of Sec.. 30 and Lot No..

2 of Sec. 31, T. 38 No of R. 19 W., it faces the waters of

Sack Bay, an arm of Green Bay. It takes its name from an

Indian word which means, "shaped like a sack" and from the

aeund of the word it would appoar to be spelled, "Mus-ke-moo-
fon." The date of the first house bullt on the mainland his
ﬁé‘i‘ﬁi’i’n ‘established but 1s belleved to be that of Aaron Olmsted.
It is thoﬁdht- that fishermen who h&d uged W s,s:umu as bases

were the first 8o come, = %
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In 1861 the la.nd on which the yillaga slands was pazohau;i
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of whe 1adyay pensured BS Jest: aocey 60 Lt und s T ok

tia to whom it | ha.d been granted for aqrvioe in the War of 812.
et gonld be Found, In vhe beom peyiod Jfeollowing Ve Wigil

In later yearn pianeera spoke of the huvy call on the new
Yar o' eny e thoed pargoer B weodk wont out form azoutd $he .

aettlement for aoldiers. Among those to go were John A.ﬁoan;
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a school houss, He algo ‘stated that an earlier school had been

maintained by Hohn Holden in a bullding whioh stood south of

the Donald A,Wells etore., Mr, Wilson's statement of an earllier

school was substantiated by an entry in the store account book
for 1861 whath recitesj"light of glass for the school houseé,
10 x 13--Holden", Here also ‘are school books listed which
were 80ld tovdifferent families, ‘As yet no ‘proof of an eaziter
public school building in the county has been brought ‘forth.
Mail at first came via Washington Island and was sent
eastward overland, A post office oalled Delton was established
in Mr.:Wells store and he was appointed postmaster on June 235,
1866, He held thig office until it ‘wae discontinued on Jan.1l0,
1868, = When the Fayetts postoffice was established Mr, Wells'
leather mailbegs were much in demand by whoever went do get
the mail, = The last one was sold at auction ‘when the store goods

were ‘sold out.  Thomas Kynaston died in 1885 ‘and D,A, Wells in

1896,  Mre. Kynaston kept the store in a small way un®il her
Communication with the outer world was necegsar-

The first boat

death in 1208,
ily limited during those early winter times.
coming for cedoar in May, 1865 brought the news of the assassina-

tion of President Lincoln.' In thig connectlon it might be noted

here that the passage of more than thirty-six years still found

vital hews coming by boat, ' In a morning in September, 1201,

people waiting on the Fayette dock for. the incoming daily steamer,

wondered at the flag flying at half-mast. As the boai drew near

Capt, Tony Ewing on the deek spoke to Mr, Devet, agent, "We are
without a President,John"., Then followed the news that Bresident

UoKinley had been shot and killed while addressing a meeting at
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the Buffalo, H.Y. Exposition ofi the day before,  Later in the

day the mall brought the papers with the account 66 the attaok

which later ended in the President's death,

Vessel property became viluable in the 1860's as the demand

for boate Ior trading ang freighiing grew , Among those of
particular interest to the residents of Sack Bay and vicinity
were the P,Thompson.of which the record states;

Official number 18, 675, 84 gross tons. Listed 1868=78,
Home poxt, Escanba, Michigan, No dimenslons.

From local sources we get the following; ». Thompson, built

on Garden Creek, Miech, in Ehe year 1866, The schooner had one
deck and two masts and lenght sixty-nine and 3/10 feet; breath,
Nineteen and 3/10 feet; depth sevenm and 5/10 feet, The schooner
is deecirbed eg having a square stern and with a plain he=d,

Steamer Sarah R, Shipman, Built 1871 at Green™Bay for Williem W,
Shipmen and.others of Washington Harbor, Wis. 17 gross, 8 net
tons. 51,8 feet longi 11.6 feet beam by 6.0 feet deep, At one
time owned by Donald “,Wells and Thomas Kynaston; On November 15,
1891 she was burned to the water's edge on Little Bay de Noquet.

Schodner E,P, Royce, 2 three masted schooner designed for carrying
telegraph poles and built at Sack Bay by Samuel Elliott for Atty,
E.P. Royce of Escanabs, She was launckhed "'in 1873. Her history

is as follows; Official number 83912, 249 gross, 236 net ‘tons.
134,0 feet long by 29.1 feet wide by 8,8 feet deep. Capacity
about 400 tons., . Rebuilt in 1888, 8t#anded on Cana Island in

& gale November 26, 1893,

Schooner 8.4, We2ls, Built at Seck Bay by E,Hazen for D A, wells,
Bullt in 1874, .-Two Masts.  Official number 6843, 56 gross 53
net tons. 62,0 feet Ilong by 18,3 feet beam by 6.3 deep. She

®a8 reported abandoned March 3lst, 1918.

Schooner Merchant, . Built in 1874 at Manitowac; Wis. Owned for
several years by Capt,. William Olmsted, Two masts; 66 gross

62 net tons, 29.4 feet long by 12.0 feet beam by 6,5 deep,

She stranded at Sandusky,Ohio, June 28,1204,

2 J : 2 2
Capt. Olssted Tirsi owned a smaller boat, the Midge, with which
he developed a brisk business in trading. Later the Herchant
made a very definite plade for herself in the life of the com=
munity, Bringing fresh stocks of goods from "outside® she touched
at all local ports and 2l80o bought fish ang cedar, PFred Olmsied
(la@er sheriif of Delta County) was associated with his brozher,
during part of this time,
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the Buffalo, N.Y. Exposition off the day befores  Later in the

day the mail brought the papers with the account 66 the attaock
which later ended in the President's death,

Veesel property begame velusble 1n the 1860's as the demand
for boate for trading and freighiing grew , Among those of
particular interest to the residents of Saok Bay and vicinity
were the P,Thompson of which the record states;

Official number 19, 674, 84 gross tons. .Listed 1868-78,
Home port, Escanba, Michigan, To dimenslons.

From local sources we get the following; P, Thompson, built

on Garden Oreek, Mich, in §he year 1866  The schooner had one
deck and two masts and lenght sixty-nine and 3/10 feet; breath,
Nineteep and 3/10 fget; depth sevem and 5/10 .feet, The schooner
is deecirbed as having a square stern and with = plain heezd,

Steamer Sarah R,Shipman, Built 1871 at GreenBay for VWilliem W,
Shipman and others of Washington Harbor, Wis, 17 gross, 8 net
tons. 51,8 feet long; 11.8 feet beem by 610 fest deep, At one
time owned by Donald ~,Wells and Thomas Kynaston; On November 15,
1891 she was burned to the water's edge on Little Bay de Nogquet.

Schooner E,P, Royce, & three masted schooner designed for carrying
telegraph poles and built at Sack Bay by Samuel Elliott for Atty.
E.P. Royoce of Escanaba, She wae launched in 1873, Her history

is as follows; Official number 8313. 349 gross, 236 net tons,
134,0 feet long by 29.1 feet wide by 8.8 feet deep. Capacity
about 400 toms. Rebuilt in 1888, St#anded on Cana Island in

& gale November 26, 1893,

Schooner 8,4, Wekls, Bullt at Sack Bay by E,Hazen for D.A. Wells.
Built in 1874, Two Masts. Official number 8843, 856 gross 53
net tons. 62.0 feet Iong by 18,3 feet beam by 8.3 deep. She

was reported abandoned March 3lst, 1918.

Schooner Merchant. . Built in 1874 at Manitowoc, Wis.  Owned for
several years by Capt,,William Olmsted, Two masts; 66 gross
62 net tons, 22.4 feet long by 12.0 feet beam by 6,5 #Heep,

She etranded at Sandusky,Ohio, June 38,1904.

J 2 ; R =
Capt. ‘Olmsted first owned a smaller boat, the Midge, with which
he developed & brisk business in trading. Later the Merchant
made a very definite plade for herself in the life of the com=
munity, Bringing fresh stocks of goods from "outside" she touched
at al}l local porte and aleo bought fish and cedar, Fred Olmsted,
(later sheriif of Delta County) wae associated with his brother

during 'part of this time,
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into staves, heads and hoops. These they aseembled into "halves®
which would hold one humdred poundg of salted fish and in them
the fish wie ehipped to the eity markesa, onicago, Milwaukee
and elsewhere, These barrels were g0ld to the fishermen at 50
cents each,

Eventually it became possible to buy net ready for "stringing".
Ae the figh became less plentiful more nets were set. In the
late 1880's many fishermen moved away, some to continue fishing
elsewhere and others to take up.obher lines of employment,
About 1897 Lawerence Figenchau introduced a method of setting
Jooks strung on e line for trout fishing; this proved highly
Brofitable for some years since the gost of the "rig* was gmall.
In the late '90's.the sailboats began to_give way to the gasoline
motor boats and in 1915 or 1916 the last sailboat,{owned by Aaron
Olmsted) was laid aside,

In 1878 a .sawmill wae built at Sack Bay by Samuel Elliott.

Equipped . with a. "monkey motion" astationary engine it is said
to have had a gapaeity of about 10,000.feet .daily, This mill
ran for ten summer seasons, the last being in .1887. The three-
stozy structure was.burned in a fire which originated at the
dogck nearby in.the dry season of 1920,. .Ties as_wmell as lumber
were sawed in the mill,: Good white pine lumber sold.at $10,00
per M,Good cull pine.lumber sold #4.00 per-i,
Agusements

“Ag was usual in & new selilement forms of social 1life soon
appeared. Oards alwasys held their own as & means of diversion,
@n the leaves of the oldesi store account book available we find

that fiddle strings were sold to Amab Laquea. Earlier parties

were held in homes. Spelling bees were held in the before men-
tloned fish sheds of hewn logs, These were spoken of ‘as spirited




d Fairbanks, this area had a good representation on the County
an

Board of Supervisors, On Magoh 1%, 1872 the County Boird took
oa.

nd considered the petition of Charles Crilly and others and
up a
erdered that a part of Delton should be organized into & new

township to be ¢alled gack Bay, This érea was that lying south

of a line drawn from West to East on the north side of Sections
19, 20-31-23223 and 24, T, 38, RlB”'Iﬁ 11872 the valuation of the

township was P13,490, The supervisors were;

1872 Harvey F,Carter 1888 Bamuel Elliott
1873 Frederick Ansell 1880 Henr¥ B,Hazen
1874 L 1821

1875 Samuel Elliott 1892 ; "

1878 " 1823 "

1877 Donald X, Wells 1884 "

1878 " 1895 .

1872 Samuel Elliott . +1898 ”

1880 Edward Ansell,Sr, 1897 "

1881 Samuel Elliott 1828 L

1883 n 1889 "

1883 " 1800 "

1884 Olarence L.Chaffee 1801 Samuel T.Ellictt
1885 180% "

1888~ Charles Crilly 1803 "

1887 Oliver Anderson 1204 )

1888 Samuel Elliott 1805 "

In 1905 the valuation of the township wae B45,505, A% thie
time eighteen freeholders in the Township of Sack Bay, together
with twenty-seven freeholders in the Township of Feirbanks
Blgned a petition which was presented to the County Board on
Oct, 13, ‘;ﬂﬂﬁ, asking that the Township of Saock Bay be vacated

and the territory annexsd to Fairbanis, Thia was done and the

eleotbon the following gpxing,IQOS, was held under the Bupervision
of the Fpirbankg Tewnship Board, .
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inches high, &lsoc 1o construct two gates, Qne eight feet and the
other four feet wide hung with good and sufficient hinges to

bear them up end mede like to the fence. Said gated to be &t the
gouth side of said yard or at such places as the said Board
direct. Sald graveyard being situated on the Forth side of Lot
one(l); Sec., 30, Town 38 North of Range 1° Yest, = Sai@@post

be of good sound cedar wood net lese than six inches in dismeter
at the top, hewed on one side snéd sheved smoth all round to where
they set into the ground and must be ?1aced eight feet apart

from center to center, and set two feetd gix inches deep in the
ground, with the dirt well pounded down around them, in order

to make them firm and solid., The poards of said fence must ve

of pine lumber sistieen feet long, good and sound. The basge or
bottom besrd must be twelve inchee wide, three others must be six
inches wide and so placed that the thigd (siz inch) board will be

four feet six inches from the ground. The Soets must all be Bhmed

m

off even with the top board, Then & board six inches wide must
be nailed on 88 a cap.

The dimensions of said yard are as followej North eide
fifteen(15) rods; South side ten(10) rode; East side twelve and
one-half (12 1/2) rods; and the West side thirteen (13) rods.
8aid boards must 21l be firmly nailed with No, 10 nails, All of

. gald work to be done in & good and workmanlike manner and must be
commenced as soon as the Contract is let and completed before the
fires day of June next., The perty clearing &nd fencing has the
privilege of planting thereon this season if they choose to do so.
Peyment to b%m&deon completion of Contract and acceptance of the

work bv 3 < a
£ by said Board of Health in cash and township orders. Sald

Board Teserving the right to
discretion.

reject any and 211 bids at their
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